
The Alwyn Aims
These are the rules we all 
try to follow:

Use kind hands, feet and
words
Say how we feel
Look and listen
Always do our best 

OUR SCHOOL NEWS
Issue No. 14 |  13th December 2024

Look out for more school news on our Alwyn facebook page
or new Instagram account @alwyninfantschool. If you haven’t
already, give us a like and a follow.

Build Belonging            Show Kindness            Make Choices

What has been happening?

CHRISTMAS LUNCH 2024

The children had a fabulous time at
the Christmas dinner. There were

Christmassy tablecloths and
decorations as well as music- along
with some impromptu sing-a-longs.

It was extra special as the children
were wearing their own jumpers.

Thank you to our wonderful ladies in the

kitchen for preparing such a lovely feast.

School Applications for Year 3 or Reception 
The application portal is open between 11th
November and 15th January. It is extremely
important that you complete the form
during this time to secure a school place. If
you log onto the RBWM site or look in the
Schools and Education section, you will find
all the information you need. If you need
any help with the application process,
contact the school office. You will then be
informed of the school offer on 16th April
2025. 
Further information can be found here.

Staffing Update
We welcome Mrs Azam and Miss Latif to the TA reception team.
They have made a cracking start and are getting to the know the
children quickly.
 
Next week we will be saying goodbye to two members of staff. Mrs
Novelle will be starting her maternity leave and Miss Huyzer is leaving
to continue her career in nursey education. We wish them both lots
of luck.

Mrs Andrade will be covering the maternity leave in Maple class. She
is a very experienced teacher and we look forward to her joining the
team. We have also employed a new TA to support Hazel class.

From the start of next term, Mrs Harris will no longer be teaching in
Hazel Class on Mondays and Tuesdays. This change will allow her to
dedicate additional time to her role as our SENDCo. I am delighted to
share that we have found a fantastic teacher to join Hazel Class in
her place: Mrs Moal. Mrs Evans will continue to teach the class on
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.

Well done Reception
Our children in Reception performed
brilliantly this week. They sang confidently
without any backing music and were super
smiley. Their performances demonstrated
their love of learning. My favourite part was
when they had to stop and wait in one of
the jingle songs,  

Thank you to the reception families who donated so generously to
our two charities. We will divide the donations between our school
fund and the charity, 'Children's Hospital Pyjamas'. The charity
provides pyjamas for children who have been admitted into hospital
and have not had time to pack the essentials needed for a hospital
stay. Further details about the charity can be found here.

Good luck to Year 1 and Year 2
We are looking forward to the Year 1 and 2 performances next week. 
There is a cash collection at the end of all performances to add to
our total. for the two chosen charities.

https://www.instagram.com/alwyninfantschool?igsh=MWNlcDkwdGl4OGo1Mg%3D%3D&utm_source=qr
https://www.facebook.com/AlwynInfant
https://www.facebook.com/AlwynInfant
https://www.instagram.com/alwyninfantschool?igsh=MWNlcDkwdGl4OGo1Mg%3D%3D&utm_source=qr
https://rbwm.afcinfo.org.uk/pages/community-information/information-and-advice/schools-and-education/school-admissions/starting-school-or-moving-up-to-junior-school-from-september-primary-phase-entry
https://5f2fe3253cd1dfa0d089-bf8b2cdb6a1dc2999fecbc372702016c.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/uploads/ckeditor/attachments/16943/Admission_into_Primary_School_Guide_2025_26_v4.pdf
https://www.childrenshospitalpyjamas.co.uk/
https://www.childrenshospitalpyjamas.co.uk/


A Wonderful christmasA Wonderful christmas

lunch & Jumper daylunch & Jumper day



Alwyn performance time is
coming! 

Festive Songs with Year 2, 18th December, 2.30pm 
Our Year 2 parents are invited to come and listen to, or join in, with some festive
songs and carols. This should be a jolly occasion and allow the children to
demonstrate their singing talents. 

All the Alwyn performances will have a cash collection
This year we equally divide the donations between our school fund and the charity,
'Children's Hospital Pyjamas'. The charity provides pyjamas for children who have
been admitted into hospital and have not had time to pack the essentials needed
for a hospital stay. Further details about the charity can be found here.

Year 1 Christmas Performances, 16th-18th December, 9.30am
The Year 1 classes will be working together to perform 'Humph the Camel'. They will
repeat the same performance on each of the three days. 
Tickets have been sent home in your child’s book bag.

There is no need to request a ticket for this. Just turn up ready to sing!

The numbers for each performance are limited due to Health and Safety reasons
Each performance is the same and include all of the three classes in Year 1. 

We allocate up to 2 tickets per family (in total, not per performance). If we have
been able to allocate any additional tickets, they would have been sent home in
your child’s book bag.
The extra tickets are not guaranteed so if you have not received a ticket then your
request has not been successful.
Please read the tickets carefully as some are for one person and some are for two.
It will state this on the ticket.

There will be a cash collection after each performance for our chosen charity.

Carols in the Courthouse playground, 19th December, 3.30pm 
After school, join in with some carol singing in the Courthouse playground, led by
their fabulous choir.

Staff pantomime for the children
On the last day of term, the children will watch the federation staff panto in the
Courthouse School hall. This is a great opportunity to watch a fun panto in a
relaxed environment and celebrate the last day of term.

https://www.childrenshospitalpyjamas.co.uk/
https://www.childrenshospitalpyjamas.co.uk/
https://forms.gle/fzxTJDcRfDQ7HhPd6


Our Fabulous Parent
Teacher Association

Remember as a member of the school community, you are
automatically part of the Parent and Teacher Association

(PTA). 
They run brilliant events throughout the year but need your

help. Please get in touch with them if you wish to take part or
have some great ideas to share. 

Smartphone Free Childhood
Join us on the 21st January, 6-7pm, to hear

more about the Smartphone Free Childhood
movement. It is a grassroots movement of

parents who believe childhood's too short to be
spent on a smartphone. 

Guest speaker Tanya Goodin is a digital detox
expert and will provide advice and information

on achieving a Smartphone Free Childhood.

The event will take place in Courthouse School
Hall and tickets are free so book a place here.

https://www.alwyncourthousepta.com/
https://www.alwyncourthousepta.com/
https://tanyagoodin.com/about/
https://www.alwyncourthousepta.com/event-info/smartphone-free-childhood-event


What have Reception been learning this week?  

This week in Reception we have been very enthusiastic about our
Christmas performance and are very proud of our achievements this
term. We have been preparing for Christmas by making decorations
and decorating trees in our classrooms. We have been practicing
writing our names so please remember to do the same over the
holidays. We had our Christmas dinner this week and most of us
enjoyed it. We loved wearing our Christmas jumpers and then
designing our own!

Ask me to tell you what word the sounds b-o-tt-le make
Ask me to sing you my favourite song from the Christmas
Performance
Ask me to tell you or show you the difference between a square and
a rectangle
Ask me who Christians believe Jesus is

Next week, Reception will be assessing and consolidating the phonic
sounds we have learnt this term. We will also be playing lots of
number games to consolidate counting and subitising to 6.

School Year 2024-2025
Autumn Term 2 2024-2025

16th, 17th, 18th December,
9.30am
Year 1 Christmas Performance

18th December, 2.30pm
Year 2 Festive Songs with
Parents/Carers

19th December, 3.30pm
Carols in Courthouse
playground

20th December
End of term, 1.30pm finish

23rd December- 3rd January
School closed

Spring Term 1, 2024-2025
6th January
INSET Day (no children in
school)

7th January
Children back to school

13-17th January
Music Week

21st January, 6-7pm
Smartphone Free Childhood
Talk at Courthouse

10th-14th February
Book Week and Book Fair
Visiting authors, poets,
illustrators

13th February
Yr2 Church Visit

17th-21st February
HALF TERM - SCHOOL CLOSED
Reading Challenge

What have Year 1 been learning this week?  

Excitement has continued to mount in Year 1 as the final week of term
approaches. Rehearsals have been going from strength to strength
and the children have been singing and narrating brilliantly. They have
also had a busy week of learning. In Science they continued their work
on the senses by conducting experiments using their sense of taste
and sense of smell. In English everyone has been writing their own
version of the Dear Santa story, whilst Maths lessons have involved
describing the properties of 3D shapes. The new sound in Phonics this
week was ‘ew’ as in ‘screw’. Well done Year 1!

Ask me to tell you about what I tasted in my Science lesson.
Ask me to tell you which was my favourite smell in the Science lesson.
Ask me to write the words ‘drew’ and ‘chew’ using this week’s new
sound.
Ask me to tell you my version of the Dear Santa story.
Ask me to write the Helpful Words ‘one’ and ‘out’.
Ask me to describe a 3D shape - can you guess what it is?



What have Year 2 been learning this week? 
 

Year 2 have been enjoying learning about statistics in maths. They
have answered questions using the data provided and they also
enjoyed creating graphs, tables and tally charts. 

In English, they let their creative ideas flow and wrote their own
warning story following the structure of a familiar story. 

As scientists, they explored a range of materials including glass, plastic
and metals. They thought about the materials properties and why they
are suitable for certain objects. They used the words transparent,
translucent and opaque to describe different plastics.  
 
Ask me to draw tally marks to represent the following numbers - 
                                 8, 16, 21, 34
Ask me why tallying is a good way to record a large number 
 
Ask me to describe the appearance of my bad character using a simile
Ask me to retell my story using story language
 
Ask me to tell you what transparent and opaque mean
Ask me to tell you why plastic is a suitable material for the following-
Water bottle
Carrier bag
Children’s building blocks
 
Next week we are practising our songs for the year 2 Festive sing-a-
long.

School Year 2024-2025

17th-21st February
HALF TERM - SCHOOL CLOSED
Reading Challenge

Spring Term 2 2024-2025

24th February
Children back to school

24th-28th February
Art/DT Week

6th March
World Book Day- dress up as
something book related

11th & 13th March
Parents Evening

17th-21st March
Grown Ups into School
Afternoons

21st March
Comic Relief/Red Nose Day

24th-28th March
NSPCC Safety Week

25th March
Year 2 Trip to The LookOut

4th April
End of term, 1.30pm finish

7th April- 21st April
School closed

Summer Term 1, 2024-2025
22nd April
INSET Day (no children in school)

23rd April
Children back to school

Congratulations!
Children are enjoying  Golden Book Assembly in

Year 1 and 2. 
In Little Alwyn, they love to have their special

stickers and certificate. 
A huge ‘well done’ to all the children who were
in the Golden Book for their achievements this

week.  We are very proud of you! 



You shall go to the ball! Oh yes you are ... oh
no you’re not ... oh yes you are!!!

What better way to celebrate the end of a
long year, than some good old fashioned

family fun at this year’s Maidenhead panto
“Cinderella” at the fabulous Baylis Theatre at

Braywick Leisure Centre. 
 

Our families can get £3 off every ticket for
pupils using the code AMSSP-2024_PUPIL.

Valid at 5pm on Sunday 15 December 2024
and 5pm on Saturday 21 December 2024

ONLY
 

EARLY BOOKING OFFER expires on 22
November 2024. 

Discount applies to adult and under 16s
tickets only.



Community Pages
What is happening in our local area?

There are still some places available at Wise Owls for the Spring Term.





Link to DfE Blog for Parents

Link to the attendance page on the Alwyn website.

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/02/29/fines-for-parents-for-taking-children-out-of-school-what-you-need-to-know/
https://www.alwyn.org.uk/attendance



