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What has been happening?

Happy New Year!
We hope you all had a lovely two week break, full of family fun. The
children are all looking very happy to be back in their classrooms and
they have enjoyed sharing their holiday news.
Much of the talk has been based around the idea of starting a new
calendar year as an opportunity for new starts and setting an
achievable goal- a New Year's Resolution.
I am not sure my goal of eating fewer biscuits is very achievable but |
will try with a little bit of help! (I am sure | had that goal last year too)

Staffing

We have some new members of staff who have joined the Alwyn
Team this term. We are pleased to welcome to our two new teachers
in Year 1, Mrs Andrade and Mrs Moal.

Miss Rankin has also joined as a teaching assistant and will be
supporting the children in Hazel class.

| am very pleased to welcome them to our school as they have
already made such a positive impact on the children and their
learning.

School Attendance and Punctuality Phone Calls

We monitor school attendance very closely in line with local and
government rules.

If your child's attendance is below 90%, we will contact you over the
next few weeks to discuss the reasons and see if we can offer any
support or guidance. We accept that illnesses cannot be helped and if
your child is not well enough for school then the call will just clarify
illness so please do not worry if you receive a phone call as it is part of
our usual school procedure.

Is my child well enough for school?

The increase in colds and illnesses may cause you to feel less
confident with knowing if your child is well enough for school. It is fine
to send your child to school with mild respiratory illnesses. This would
include general cold symptoms: a minor cough, runny nose or sore
throat. However, children should not be sent to school if they have a
temperature of 38°C or above. We would encourage you to visit the
NHS ‘Is my child too ill for school?’ for further information.
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Look out for more school news on our Alwyn facebook page
or new Instagram account @alwyninfantschool. If you haven't
already, give us a like and a follow.

The Alwyn Aims

These are the rules we all
try to follow:
e Use kind hands, feet and
words
e Say how we feel
e Look and listen
e Always do our best

Remember to Order Lunches
All hot dinners must be pre-ordered in
advance. The deadline for ordering
lunches is 8am on the day.
If your child does not have a packed lunch
or ordered a school lunch, they will be
given a jacket potato with baked beans.

Please talk about the menu with your
child and that they are happy with their
lunch choice as we are unable to change
it on the day.

School lunches for infant age children are
fully funded so parents do not pay for
them. They are yummy!

School Applications for Year 3 or

Reception in September 2025
must be completed and
submitted by Wednesday 15th
January.

If you need any help with the application
process, contact the school office. You will
then be informed of the school offer on
16th April 2025.

Further information can be found here.


https://www.instagram.com/alwyninfantschool?igsh=MWNlcDkwdGl4OGo1Mg%3D%3D&utm_source=qr
https://www.facebook.com/AlwynInfant
https://www.facebook.com/AlwynInfant
https://www.instagram.com/alwyninfantschool?igsh=MWNlcDkwdGl4OGo1Mg%3D%3D&utm_source=qr
https://5f2fe3253cd1dfa0d089-bf8b2cdb6a1dc2999fecbc372702016c.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/uploads/ckeditor/attachments/16943/Admission_into_Primary_School_Guide_2025_26_v4.pdf
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

Attendance Ladder

How close is your child to reaching the top?

More time in school =
MORE TIME TO LEARN!
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For every day your child is absent from school,
over 6 hours of instructional time is lost.

Equates to




Penalty Notice Changes

With the introduction of the new Mational Framewaork for Attendance, Punctuality and Penalty Notices on 1517

August 2024 there are significant changes in the way that Penzalty Motices are to be issued and an increass in

the charges associated with them. These are nationwide changes implemented for consistency acrose all Local
Authorities, Term Time Leave is only allowed in exceptional circumstances communicated in
advance with evidence provided as soon as possible to the Head of School or Headteacher.

First Offence Second Offence
For the first time a Penalty Motice is Within 3 years of the first offence.
issued for unauthorisad term time The s=cond time 2 Penalty Motice is
leave or irregular attendance the issued for unauthorisaed term time
amount will be; Please ensure you leave or irregular attendance the
. £:.lE~II_Il per parent per child paid communicate all amount will ba; . .
within 28 days. # £1&0 per parant per child paid
# FReduced to £80 per parent if absences for your within 28 days.
paid within 21 days. child to school. # Mo reduction for early payment.

Third Offence Onwards — Within 3 years of the first offence
The third time an offence is committed for unawthorised term time leave or irregulzar attendance a Penalty
Motice will not be issued and the case will be presented straight to the magistrate’s court. Fines can be
around £2500 per parent, per child.
Cases found to be guilty in the magistrates court can show as a criminal record.

Notices to Improve

A Motice to Improve is a final opportunity for a parent to engage in support and improve before a penalty
notice is issued. If the national threshold has been met and support is appropriate but offers of support have
not been engaged with by the parent or guardian or have not worked, & Motice to Improve should usually be
sent to give parents or guardians a final chance to engage in support. A Motice to Improve does not nead o
be issued in cases where support is not appropriate and an authorised officer can choose not to issue one in
any case, including cases where support is appropriate but they do not expect a Motice to Improve would have
any behavioural impact (because the parent has already received one for a similar offence].

If sufficient improvement i not made following the service of 2 Notice to Improve, a penalty notice may be
issued either during or at the end of the designated time period.

Don't forget. DfE Blog for Parents 10 sessions in 10 weeks
Penalty Motices are issues Per - Penalty Motices will be considered
Parent, Per Child. for any 10 sessions of

For example, 3 siblings absent - ——— unauthorised absence in 10 weeks.
would result in each parent T 5 Consecutive days of term time
receiving 3 fines. This could leave can trigger a Penalty Motice
amaount to £950 /

by 2038, 03 38 71 naes

SN

Link to DfE Blog_for Parents

ink to the attendance page on the Alwyn website.


https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/02/29/fines-for-parents-for-taking-children-out-of-school-what-you-need-to-know/
https://www.alwyn.org.uk/attendance

what have Reception been learning this week?

This week in Reception we have started our topic of wonderful
Winter. We were lucky to get a bit of snow and ice which helped to
kick off our learning about Winter. We have been looking at our
winter landscapes and what we wear in Summer or Winter. This has
led us on to thinking how animals cope with the cold weather and
we have been finding out about hibernation. We had lots of fun
exploring the hard ice and melting snow.

Ask me to tell you a word starting with j and a word with vin it

Ask me to tell you some animals that hibernate in Winter

Ask me to roll a dice and then jump the number of times that it
shows

Ask me to tell you the story of Foxes in the Snow

Ask me to tell you some things that are safe to put into my body.

Next week Reception will learn the phonic sounds w and x. In Maths
we will be focusing on counting, ordinality and cardinality to 5. We
have also got Music Week so will be listening to and making lots of
Music.

What have Year 1 been learning this week?

It has been lovely to welcome back the Year 1 children in 2025!

We enjoyed looking at snow that fell on the first day back and what we
did in our holidays. We are very excited to start a new year of fun
topics. This week we began our Science unit on animals and discussed
mammals and birds. We also learnt to retell the story ‘Lost and Found’
and we worked with numbers up to 20 in maths. Remember to look
out for the maths homework sent home on Friday.

Ask me what allmammalis have on their bodies.

Ask me what to name a mammal that we can keep as a pet.

Ask me to name a mammal that is a wild animal.

Ask me to name some of the features of a bird.

Ask me to explain number thirteen.

Ask me to complete the stem sentence: 19 is made of ____tenand ____.
Ask me to tell you what Oliver (in Lost and Found) was looking for.
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School Year 2024-2025

Spring Term 3 2024-2025

13-17th January

Music Week- workshops and
visitors throughout the week
to enrich the children’s learning
and appreciation of music

21st January, 6-7pm
Smartphone Free Childhood
Talk at Courthouse School Hall

21st January
Pine class Pillo Polo Festival at
Furze Platt Senior School

4th February
Dog Safety Assembly and
Reception Workshops

10th-14th February

Book Week visiting authors,
poets, illustrators.

Book Fair after school, where
book tokens can be used if
received in time

13th February
Year 2 Church Visit for RE
learning

17th-21st February
HALF TERM - SCHOOL CLOSED

Half Term Reading Challenge:
decorate a paper plate to
represent a book of their choice.




wWhat have Year 2 been learning this week?

Year 2 had a positive start to the Spring Term with lots of focus on hew
beginnings and resolutions. One of our favourite activities was making
a 2024 memory box which incorporated our maths skills by making the
box fromn a net and our art skills in drawing our memories.

In maths, we have started a new topic of money. We have been
recognising coins and notes and counting amounts in 1s, 2's, 5's, and
10's. We had an interesting discussion about how coins have changed
since King Charles' reign.

We also started a new topic in history about Brunel. It was very exciting
to find out that he built the railway bridge in Maidenhead and we can't
wait to find out morel

Ask me to name all of the different coins
Ask me to name all of the different notes
Ask me to compare £2 and 2p

Ask me to name four different fabrics

Ask me to tell you which of these fabrics would be most suitable for a
PE kit

Ask me to describe the properties of fabric

Ask me to name the engineer we are learning about
Ask me to tell you why he is a significant person
Ask me to tell you the four structures he is famous for

Next week, we will be participating in lots of exciting musical activities
during music week.

Congratulatlonsl
X Chlldren are enjoying Golden Book Assembly m
. Year 1and 2.
. In Little Alwyn, they love to have their special ' i
' stickers and certificate. SRR
A huge ‘'well done’ to all the children who were " '
in the Golden Book for their achievements this

week. We are very proud of youl!

School Year 2024-2025

17th-21st February
HALF TERM - SCHOOL CLOSED
Reading Challenge

Spring Term 4 2024-2025

24th February
Children back to school

24th-28th February
Art/DT Week

6th March
World Book Day- dress up as
something book related

11th & 13th March
Parents’/carers Evening

17th-21st March
Grown Ups into School
Afternoons

21st March
Comic Relief/Red Nose Day

24th-28th March
NSPCC Safety Week

25th March
Year 2 Trip to The LookOut

4th April
End of term, 130pm finish

7th April- 21st April
School closed

18th April - Good Friday
241st April - Easter Monday

Summer Ferm:S, 2024-2025
22nd April
INSET-Day (no children inischool)

23rd-April
Children back:to school




Our Fabulous Parent
Teacher Association

Remember as a member of the school community, you are
automatically part of the Parent and Teacher Association
(PTA).

They run brilliant events throughout the year but need your
help. Please get in touch with them if you wish to take part or
have some great ideas to share.

Smartphone Free Childhood
Janucm_y 2&%2025 Join us on the 21st January, 6-7pm, to hear
more about the Smartphone Free Childhood
movement. It is a grassroots movement of
DIGITAL LIVES parents who believe childhood's too short to
AND be spent on a smartphone.
SMART ON¢c Guest speaker Tanya Goodin is a digital detox
rrRcece CHILD 0ODS expert and will provide advice and
information on achieving a Smartphone Free
Childhood.

The event will take place in Courthouse
School Hall and tickets are free so_book a

place here.
MAX 2 S5PACES PerR FrAMILY

(ja) Cpurth us
unior S


https://www.alwyncourthousepta.com/
https://www.alwyncourthousepta.com/
https://tanyagoodin.com/about/
https://www.alwyncourthousepta.com/event-info/smartphone-free-childhood-event
https://www.alwyncourthousepta.com/event-info/smartphone-free-childhood-event

Community Pages: What is happening_in our local area?
Community Events Disclaimer: Please note that the events listed are organised by external parties and are not endorsed or

recommended by Alwyn Infant School. We provide this information as a courtesy to our commmunity. We advise families to
exercise their own discretion and judgement when participating in any events or activities.

FREF | WINTER 2025

Ages 5 to 10 t.

First and third Monday of the
month - 4pm to S5pm

6th January 2025 - Make a bookmark and read a story! - Online
20th January - Talent Show- Bracknel

3rd February - Big on Bouncing - Slough- Small Fee Applicable
17th February - Disney Quiz - Online

3rd March - Sensory Bus - Windsor

17th March - Park Play - Maidenhead

Registration: Criteria:
Gems.4Health@nhs. et Children with or likely

0800 999 1342

_
Saturday Rainbows with Girlguiding
; Maidenhead has space for your daughter
B |
€| et Rainbows - a fun and exciting programme
of Windsor
- for girls aged four to seven.

Boyn Grove Library It is all about developing self-confidence,

building friendships, learning new things and

Drop in children’s having fun.
Girls get their hands dirty with arts and
CheSS CIUb crafts, get in touch with nature and play
SeSSiOI'IS games - it's all about learning by doing.
Rainbows follow a diverse and engaging
programme and take part in lots of different
1.30pm to 3pm activities with girls their own age.
We run on a Saturday morning from 9:30 to
12:00, every three weeks in term time and
look forward to hearing from you.

Saturdays

Find out more: Rainbows (4-7) | Girlguiding

Register now: Register your daughter |
Girlguiding



http://track.smtpsendemail.com/9092826/c?p=CrKAqsbhCzaVgPNpQiI53VBvxU2u4pGPkS_LKJX2Y07nOWcRKhfYYkvI57oGQ8SRdg3gIRNdK4jBjKee6U8je6B64nkH0PckoL9lF-X2wvZIfZREYvr27imCJx6lRftCV_HTRQMe8Ogm_PJvntJnpzApj4djnSm4YUW56gtPgjpg-AWEkelAzB-1zsOrCvVfobjrFkEYFEpUN80p1BA5usiEMJRvhEQtuyTq0VOBK97Zmy9VdGtJrhHpWDQ2DfSukrGBuf0q2c4PlRQDMGJ1WKRFJX55nIwDUdgqo8DobvQ5ZypLuz41qGuTxhMnWplNJTxQvIsXIxfvSfjDmlh142DrFhhc0DXSZQJ1N2LCWH0-D_RvVfB398sTbkPy4WZ1
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/what-we-do/rainbows/
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-a-child/
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-a-child/

